Columbus among top

places to raise family

- ANDREW. LAKEII ITHE RepuBLic.

 Lori Rosentha! top, watches as her adopted ch:ldren Yana 6, rlght, and Alyona, 10, goof around on the’ play-

a family,

setin their backyard Sept 8. Forbes: magazlne has ranked Columbus: among its top 10 best small cmes w raise

Forbes ranks Clt§L10th on nat]tmal llst
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Columbus has been ranked by
a nationally known magazine as
among the best small cities in
the country to raise a family.

Forbes.com ranked Coiumbus
10th out of 126 cities they studied
with a population of 100,000 or
less.

It used as criteria the cit-
ies’ commute times, graduation
rates, median household incomes
and home-ownership rates.

“It’s not surprising; we do
so many of the fundamentals
well,” said Jack Hess, president
of Columbus Area Chamber of
Commerce.

He said the fact that Colum-

bus ranked especially well in me- )

dian household income is proof
that the city to some degree has
made itself a place where the

smartest and ablest come to live.

Forbes.com' acknowledges
that many unrankable factors
contribute to a person’s decision
where to raise a family.

But it adds that the criteria *

chosen often play into those deci-
sions.

“We looked at quality-of-life
measures that make living easier
for families,” Forbes states.

The Midwest dominated the
list. Cities in Wisconsin and
Michigan hold five of the top six
spots, and Columbus is the sole
Indiana commumty in the top 10.

Outside Iooklng in

Mayor Fred Armstrong said
such recognition helps people on
the outside see how much this
community has to offer.

Jason Hester, executive direc-
tor of Columbus Eiconomic De-

velopment Board, said his effort -

to attract busmesses ts enhanced.

I

TOP 10

when he can point to an unbiased
source that thig is a great com-
munity to call home. -

“We’ve had a great history of
welcoming families,” said Lynn
Lucas, director of Columbus
Area Visitors Center. “The effect
of awards can’t be overstated.”

She said Visitors Center of-
ficials watch its website for a
“bump” in page views when the
city earns some new recognition.

That was the case in 2004,
when Columbus was named
as one of the 10 “Most Play-
ful Towns” by Nick Jr. Family
Magazine.

. It:also was the case in 2005,
when GQ Magazine named
Columbus one of the “62 Reasons
to Love your Country,” and in

2009, when an AQL ‘travel website . -
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Forbes.com has

ranked these ‘clties as

the’ top 10 best small

‘cities to raise a family:

B :_‘Dubuque, fowa

X jMamtowoc Wis.

' Marguette; Mich:
4. Midland, Mich.

2i Marshfield, Wis. -

: 'Stevens Pomt
‘Wis: ! e
asper, Wyo
Quincy,Hl:-
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City Councilman George
Dutro said Columbus’ only

advantage over many- other. . .
: commu'mttes i its.qualit 'of S

life.

named it among the top U.S. Helena, Mont
“places to visit before you die,” s 10 ‘Columbus, Ind.
See TOP 10 on Back Page .. Source Forbes: com
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